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children. The atrocity brought its own punishment.
The revolted cities were strengthened in their
resistance by the fear of a like fate, the other places
in the provinces were roused to rebellion, and the
effort which he had made exhausted the remainder
of the Black Prince's strength. Shortly after the
fall of Limoges, he returned to England to die.
His successors lacked his ability and prestige, and
the French proved uniformly successful. A Spanish
squadron appeared in the Channel, as the ally of
France, and off Rochelle gained a decisive victory
(1372). The English fleet was practically annihilate^
and for some time the command of the Channel was
lost. The immediate effect of this defeat was to
interrupt to a great extent the communications
between England and Guienne and to hasten the
loss of that province. It was in vain that a large
army under John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, was
despatched to France. Landing at Calais, the Duke
marched through the heart of the country, but the
French avoided a pitched battle and contented them-
selves with cutting off all stragglers. Lancaster
reached Bordeaux with the loss of nearly half his
men, having done nothing to hinder the loss of
Aquitatne. The attempt was not repeated, and
within two years of the battle of Rochelle the
triumph of Charles was complete, Bordeaux,
Bayonne, Calais, and a few places of small im-
portance alone remained to the English, of all the
territory which they had acquired by the Treaty
of Bretigni.

There can be no doubt that the progress of the